Mr. José Manuel Barroso

President of the European Commission
Rue de la Loi 200

B - 1049 Bruxelles

Reasoned opinion as regards Commission proposal for a regulation
establishing a common organization of agricultural markets and on specific
provisions for certain agricultural products (Single CMO)

Dear M. Barosso

On 21 December 2010 the Commission tabled a proposal for a regulation
establishing a common organization of agricultural markets and on specific
provisions for certain agricultural products. The proposal includes provisions
regarding distribution of food products to the most deprived persons in the
Union — COM (2010) 799.

The European Affairs Committee of the Danish Parliament conducted a
subsidiarity check of the proposal at its meeting on 4 March 2011. Here a
majority of the Committee agreed on adopting the opinion below, which
concludes that the proposal is in breach of the subsidiarity principie.

On 15 November 2010 the Danish Parliament submitted a similar opinion to
the Commission’s previous proposal (COM (2010) 486}, which also included
provisions regarding the distribution of food products to the most deprived
persons.

Opinion:

“The Danish Parliament finds that the scheme has changed from having been
a means of making use of intervention stocks to a scheme for the supply of
nutritious food products for the most deprived persons in the Union. The
measures have thus shifted from having been agricultural policy measures to
social policy measures. The Danish Parliament considers that the proposal
does not fulfil the objectives of the common agricultural policy. This means
that the legal basis cited by the Commission in the proposal is incorrect
(Article 43(2) TFEU).

Furthermore, The Danish Parliament finds that the proposal could, in
principle, have been based on Article 352 TFEU. However, the Danish
Parliament finds that the proposed measures cannot in any way be

FOLKETINGET

International Sekretariat

Christiansborg
DK-1240 Kshenhavn K

Tel. +45 33 37 55 00
Fax +4533328536

www_ft.dk
ft@ft.dk

07 March 2011

Ref. 11-000212-1
Contact:

Iben Tybjeerg Schacke
Clerk to the European Affairs
Committee

Dir. tel. +4533 3736 94
Iben.Schacke@ft.dk

112




considered necessary for achieving any of the Treaty's goals. On the contrary,
the proposal conflicts with the subsidiarity principle since the goals of the
scheme can be better achieved by the Member States, at the central, regional
or local levels.

Finally the Commission has not - as it is obliged to - properly justified the
proposal with regard to its compliance with the subsidiarity principle.

The proposal neither contains a detailed statement making it possible to
appraise compliance with the principal of subsidiarity and proportionality, nor
has it been substantiated by qualitative or quantitative indicators making it
possible to conclude whether the objectives of the proposal can be better
achieved at EU level than at national level.
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