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" -'D1st1ngulshed Pre31den1,
:D1st1ngu1shed Colleagues.
o Parllaments as oltlzens true representatlves play an exeeptlonally

:-'-'nnportant role both at natlonal and European level- in the deveropment'

'. and enhaneernent of the awareness for the strateg1c goals of the future

'unlted Europe It 1s exaetly th1s Conferenee along w1th the proposed
___.doeuments - namely the Hague Gmdelmes and Report of the Workmg
| 'Group m the preparatlon of whleh the eandldate countries partlelpated as
observers - that eonﬁrm the role and respon51b111ty of parhazments and
71nter—par11amentary eooperauon 1n the further develo pment of the EU, its
_1nst1tutlona1 arrangement and the future of Europe in general Both

.--b11atera1 and multllateral parhamentary cooperatlon 1S espee1ally

T 1n11: ortant for the countnes that eurrentlv have candidate sta1tus and for

alt the asplrant eountrles as well

._Narnely tne ent1re proeess of narrnonlsatlon with the European norms
“and standards passes through our parllaments In the proeess of the

".'adoptlor of regulatlon as Well as 1ts nnplerne ntation the cooperatlon

with the parharnents of EU Member-States the European Parhament




"'-and in a nu.rnber of aspects w1th the European Commrssmn allows us to

o carry out th1s harmomsatron m a faster and supenor manner.

pe also see another drmens1on to that cooperauon It derives from the fact
tnat the sprrrt of parlramentarrsm ana the institution of parliament, wh1ch'
were born at European sori due to certam ob_]ectrve historical events, hac.

" been srmply 1nterrupted rn our country and substltuted by an 1dea for an
. absolute truth and d1ctatorsh1p It has been exactly through this
cooperatlon that we have now been conquerlng anew the sprrrt and the

*idea of parharnentarrsm the role and place OfPthamem

S The Assembly of the -Repubhc of Macedonra dedrcates great attentlon o

the mter-parlramentary cooperatron _"_'_nf"that context we have partlcularly

o focused our efforts on cooperatron among parhaments of the countrres of

| the reglon regardless of then‘ status and posrtron in relation to the EC.

"'Our commrtment and convrctror 1s that through parhamentary
cooperatron we w1ll ﬁrst of a11 overcome our historical’ antag Jnisms, )
| demonstratmg m that way that we have trulv understood the European
| sp1r1t and pr1nc1p1es A _ N | '_

'_._In that sense I should hke to stress the role of COSAP as an mter-
: parllamentary bodv of the countrres of South Eastern Europe. I should
rernmd you that m Aprrl the Macedoman Parharnent hosted the COSAP

-Conference I should at the same trrne stress the cooperatron and the

-_ assrstance carrrec out m Varrous forms wrth parlraments of the EU




Member State's "Nat'urally,' this cooperation process may and must
contmuously grow
Therefore 1 hope that thls Conferenee will represent a significant step

forward in the 1nter-parhamentary cooperatron and realrsatlon of the idea

for a umted EurOpe




