Scrutiny control at the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria

Within the Bulgarian Parliament, the Committee on European Affairs and Oversight of the European Funds (CEAOEF) coordinates the subsidiarity checks and plays a key role in the process as it issues a final report containing an opinion on the compliance with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality as well as possible suggestions and recommendations to be sent to the European institutions within the framework of the political dialogue. 
The internal subsidiarity control mechanism is regulated in Chapter 10 of the Rules of Organization and Procedure of the National Assembly of the Republic of Bulgaria, which was amended in 2010 in order to reflect the prescribed eight-week period in accordance with the Lisbon Treaty. According to the current procedure, the subsidiarity check is exercised on EU draft legislative acts, that are included in the Annual Work Programme (AWP) of the National Assembly (NA) on European Union Issues
. The procedure flow for examining proposals listed in the AWP of the National Assembly as well as the performed subsidiarity checks in this regard, can be represented schematically as follows:
Diagram on the Scrutiny procedure at the Bulgarian Parliament
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Diagram explained:
After the adoption of the EC legislative proposal, the Government submits an explanatory memorandum to the National Assembly. The President of the National Assembly distributes the draft proposal and the explanatory memorandum to CEAOEF and to the competent permanent committees. The draft proposal is being examined by the relevant permanent committee which adopts a report and submits it to CEAOEF. Then the proposal is being scrutinized by the Committee which adopts a report and submits it to the President of the National Assembly. The Report contains a Statement on the compliance of the draft act with the principles of subsidiarity and proportionality as well as possible comments and recommendations to be sent to the European Institutions within the framework of political dialogue. When CEAOEF finds that the draft EU act is in breach with the principle of subsidiarity, the Committee’s Report contains a Reasoned Opinion stating why it considers that the draft in question does not comply with the principle of subsidiarity. Finally, the President of the National Assembly submits the report to the Government and to the EU Institutions. The report includes opinions of the committees responsible for the subject-matter, in relation to the draft EU legislative act in question.
The Bulgarian Parliament, via CEAOEF’s work, actively participates in the informal political dialogue with the European Institutions
. As proof of the enhanced political dialogue with the European Commission, in the second half of 2011, the Bulgarian parliament received its first responses from the European Commission on its opinions on the European legislative proposals.
The National Parliament’s positions on the EC legislative proposals, included in the AWP as well as the positions, expressed on other topical issues from the European Agenda, are available at: http://parliament.bg/en/annualworkingprogram 

and http://parliament.bg/en/parliamentarycommittees/members/240/documents
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� A new approach has been introduced in the 2011 AWP preparation – collaboration and broad discussion with all stakeholders – the European Commission, the European Parliament, the Trio Presidency of the Council of the EU, the National Parliament and the Council of Ministers. As a result the AWP of the NA is transformed into a strategic document, elaborated in accordance with the EC Working Program for 2011. This approach ensures the necessary focus on key issues of the European Agenda in the work of the National Assembly.





� So far more than 25 statements have been sent to the European Commission, incl. positions on the future MFF 2014-2020, the Cohesion Policy legislative package, the CAP reform, the EU Single Market and its potential for economic growth,  the EU Emlpoyment package – towards a job rich recovery and others.





