	Scrutiny of documents coming from the European Union and monitoring compliance with the principle of subsidiarity

Maltese

House of Representatives



	Date
	Responsable body or unit
	Description of the procedure

	Day 1
	EU Institutions
	Transmission of the European legislative proposal to the House of Representatives, in accordance with Article 4 of Protocol No. 2 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (TFEU), including a “letter de saisine”.

	At time of receipt.
	Committee Secretary of the FEAC
	Forwards proposal to Research Analyst section of the Foreign and European Affairs Committee (FEAC)

	At time of receipt – process takes approx. 2 weeks from time of receipt.
	Research Analyst Section of the FEAC
	Drawing up of a report highlighting the purpose of the proposal, the subsidiarity and proportionality justification offered by the Commission along with legal basis for the proposal, and the opinion issued by the Research Analyst.

	Approx. 3 weeks following initial transmission of legal proposal by the EU Institutions.
	Foreign and European Affairs Committee
	Meets to discuss the reports drawn by the Research Analysts. Issues a decision.

If a possible breach is detected by the Research Analyst and confirmed by the Committee, the latter may decide to seek an expert opinion.

	Week 4 - A further 2 weeks are available for research analyst to draw up his opinion.
	Research Analyst
	Draws up a report.

The report is made available to all the Members of Parliament.

	Any time following the two week deadline mentioned above.
	Foreign and European Affairs Committee
	Adopts a decision.

If the committee confirms the breach, a Resolution is drawn up, otherwise the subsidiarity process is closed.

	
	Chairman of the FEAC
	Draws up resolution.

	
	FEAC
	The committee may choose to adopt the resolution, in which case it then transmits it to the Speaker through the Clerk of the House.

Otherwise the subsidiarity process is closed.

	
	House Business Committee
	Approves resolution either during a meeting of the said committee, or through silent procedure amongst the Members of the Committee.

	
	Plenary
	Speaker lays the resolution on the Table of the House.

	
	Speaker of the House
	Transmission of Reasoned Opinion to the presidents of the EU institutions.


